UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
1596 Wynkoop Street
DENVER, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
http:/iwww.epa.goviregion08

MAY 92 2013

Ref: 80C

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi
United States Senator

P.O. Box 33201

Casper, WY 82602-5012

Dear Senator Enzi:

Thank you for your letter of March 8. 2013, to EPA Headquarters Congressional Affairs Office
on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Meeks of Pavillion, WY. The Meeks had sent you a copy of
their letter to EPA regarding their concerns about the extension of the public comment period for
EPA’s draft report on our ongoing groundwater investigation in Pavillion.

Our Region 8 EPA office responded to Mr. and Mrs. Meeks on April 15, 2013, and a copy of
that response is enclosed for your review. As our response explains, we understand the concern
about the delay in the final report as a result of the extended comment period; but the additional
time is necessary to make all relevant information available and to provide a thorough
opportunity for public comments.

We appreciate your continued interest in our work in Pavillion and will keep your office apprised
of new developments in our groundwater investigation. If you have questions or would like
further information, please contact me; or your staff may wish to contact Sandy Fells, Regional
Congressional Liaison, at 303-312-6604 or fells.sandy/@epa.gov.

Sincerely,
NN »

Hﬁward M Cantor
Acting Regional Administrator

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
1565 Wynkoop Street
DENVER, CO° 80202-1128
Phone 800- 2278517
Dlipdhes. gpe goviregion(l

Rell LPR-LP

Lows and Donna beeks
e NA "’mx‘f;:rﬁm R
Paviilion, WY #2523

RE; AX-13-1318 EPA s ongoing
Uroundwater investigation near Pavillion
Wivorung including reference (o the

Aoeney’s reeent extension of the nublic
gene ;

Lomment period
Dipar Mr. and Mrs, Meeks:

Thank you for your fetier dated January 22, 2013 expressing vour concerns about the Environmental
Protection Agency s (EPA spongoing groundwater investigation near Pavilliop, Wyomiag. inciuding
vour reference to the Ageney™s recent extension of the public comment period.

Aa vou koow, sarlior this vear, the Li’ Aextended the public comment period on our dralt repori 1o
September 3002013, The EPA made this deeision to allow new information 1o be considered as partof
the pubbic comment period and tw allow the BEPA 1o receive and address some of the comments that have
been submitted 1o date. K’x’iuiw we understand vour concerns ebout this delay, it became clear that
additional time was necessary to- make all relevant information available and w provide a thorough
opportunity for public comments.

Thestatf at the EPA s well aware of production well construction issues in the area. and are
participating in the Pavillion well integrity working group in ¢fforts to understand and address thes
concerns: While this group has notmet sinece last fall, we hope that the recent appointment of new
directors for the Wyoming Deparunent of Environ smental Quality and the Wyoming Oil and Gas
Censervation Commission will enable thig effort to resume soon.

i

Drepartment of Quality, Wyoming Ol and Gas Congervation Commission, amd the
30t

The BEPA, Wyoming
Seorthesr Arapiho and Baswern Shoshone [ribes also remain concerned ubowt ;mtzz«:mmé’ hewith impacts
¥

and continue {0 work with Wyoming Rural Water as they provide drinking water to alfveted residents.
W umcmmn& that this prograny does not address the need for garden irrigation and stock watering. Uhe

EPA s hope M that & long-term sulution that includes the development-of a permanent water supply wi

i
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SPA saft and managers are working to advance and resolve our investigation as

Please know that the |
soon aspossible. However, this work jnvolves several Tederal and state agencies, and investigations of

this nature are very complex. That s why the EPA in Region § continues 1o work on this very important
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groundwater investigation. We will continue to communicate information as it becomes available to you
and other residents and stakeholders. Ayn Schmit and Gregory Oberley of my staff are available to work
with vou and answer questions that you may have. Ayn can be reached at 303-312-6220 or
Schmitayni@epa.gov and Gregory at 303-312-70430r Gregory.oberley@epa.gov.

Sincerely.

e !

Martin Hestmark ’

Assistant Regional Administrator

Office of Ecosystems Protection
and Remediation
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